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VALERIA GENNARO LERDA is Professor of North American History (University of
Genoa); Director of the Center for Euro-Atlantic Studies (Genoa); board
member of the Italian Association for Canadian Studies. In the field of the
United States South she has published:  Il populismo americano (1981 and
1984); 'Il suono delle nostre ooci'. il riformismo sociale delle donne nel Sud
degli Stati Uniti (1992); The United States South: Regionalism and Identity
(1991), co-ed. with T. Westendorp; Re-uniting the South: History and Fiction
(1993), co-ed. with L. Hbnnighausen; Dall'Arcadia alle riforme. Saggi sui Sud
degli stati Uniti (1992).

GIOVANNI FABBI graduated in 1992 at the University of Genoa with full marks
and honors. In 1993 he was awarded the Alberto Aquarone prize for his
dissertation on mobilization in South Carolina during World War I. He is now
working on the relationships between American troops and Italians after the
end of World War II.

GREGORY DOWLING teaches at the University of Venice. He has published four
thrillers and translated, among other things, the novels of Fruttero and
Lucentini. He has published a study of the English verb and is the co-editor of
an anthology of contemporary British poetry. He has written on the Romantic
poets, on Robert Frost, and on William Faulkner.

PIA MASIERO graduated in 1992 at the University of Venice with full marks and
honors. Her thesis, "Names as Mirrors: an Interpretation of African American
Literature in the Twentieth Century" was supervised by Prof. Alide Cagidemetrio.
In 1997 she completed her Ph.D. studies with a thesis on the definition of white
and black identites in William Faulkner's short fiction, with the supervision of
Prof. Rosella Mamoli Zorzi. She is now working on William Faulkner.

FRANCESCO PONTUALE is "ricercatore" at the University of Cassino where he
teaches American and Postcolonial literatures. He has published essays  on
Isabella Valancy Crawford, Marshall McLuhan, Margaret Atwood, Robert
Lowell, Kate Chopin, among others. He is presently completing a book-length
study of American literary historiography.
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VALERIA GENNARO LERDA, "'The Soul was in its Glory': Southern
Ladies Remember Plantation Life".

Southern Ladies were protagonists of the plantation South, and many of
them were able to survive the defeat and the destructions of the Civil War,
transforming themselves from "Ladies on the Pedestal" into social activists and
reformers. While being denied even to speak in public, many prominent
daughters of the plantation society were able to crusade for the bettennent of
their society and for their own rights. Paradoxically, even when they became
instrumental in the enactment of laws on some crucial issues such as prison
reform, education, suffrage, prohibition, they remainded faithful to the
mystique of the Lost Cause and supporters of segregation. They worshipped
the memories of the Old South and contributed to the creation of the
plantation South mythology, remembering in their Memoirs, with nostalgia
and devotion, the ante-bellum South.

GIOVANNI FABBI, "'The Seed Corn of a Nation'. Military Draft and
Crop Reduction in Georgia during World War I".

The World War I draft had a tremendous impact on the United States
agriculture, especially on the Southern states. This paper focuses on the
situation created among those Georgia tenant farmers who were obliged to
leave for cantonments where they were trained before going to fight in
Europe. The author examines the consequences caused by this withdrawing
of men from the fanns and the widespread critical attitude towards the
conscription that, as months went by, carne not only from the farmers, but
started to appear also arnong those who administered locally the mobilization.
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GREGORY DOWLING "'Cant you talk without ponting that thing?'
Faulkner, Chandler and The Big Sleep".

William Faulkner's original screenplay for The Big Sleep contains several
fascinating scenes and a new ending which Raymond Chandler himself liked.
These scenes turned out not to be in keeping with the tone of light comedy
that came to predominate in the film and so never made it to the screen.
However, Faulkner's script is not only faithful to the spirit of Chandler but
also reveals an unexpected affinity of feeling between the two writers.

PIA MASIERO, "The Question of Racial Identity in William Faulkner's
'Ad Asta'''.

Set in France in the last days of war, Willian1 Faulkner's 'Ad Astra' offers
a privileged perspective to assess the dialogic nature of the definition of
identity along racial lines. The only non-white character's search for an
authentic definition of himself highlights tragically how the negotiation of an
identity can never be color-blind. This paper uses the characters' namings and
acts as definitional mirrors, and shows how the logic of racist discourse is
both inescapable and all-pervading.

FRANCESCO PONTUALE, "The Contagious Fever of the Jungle: Primitivism
in Claude McKay's Home to Harlem".

Since its publication, in 1928, the central issue of controversy around
which the critical debate on Claude McKay's Home to Harlem revolved was
one of primitivism. By considering McKay's use of primitivism in its larger
biographical, artistic and historical context, this paper argues that primitivism
in McKay's novel makes a claim for a different black sensibility, a
counterculture in opposition to white, middle-class culture. Primitivism
recuperates the uniqueness of a black, urban working class which values its
difference from white, European and American, civilization. At the same time,
however, by excluding women from its discourse, and despite McKay's radical
leanings, primitivism also betrays the novel's entrenchment in the patriarchal
ideology of American individualism.


