
RSA JouRnAl 25/2014

Notes on Contributors

vinCenzo Bavaro is Assistant Professor of American Literature at the University 
of Naples “L’Orientale.” He holds a B.A. in Comparative Studies (Chinese 
Studies and American Studies) from “L’Orientale” and a Ph.D. in English from 
the University of Rome “La Sapienza.” As a Fulbright student, he received an 
M.A. in Cultural Studies at Dartmouth College. He has published essays and 
articles in various academic journals including Ácoma, Anglistica and Allegoria, 
contributed to the volumes Queerdom: Gender Displacements in a Transnational 
Context (Bergamo UP, 2009) and Suzie Wong non abita piú qui (Shake, 2007), 
and co-edited, with Donatella Izzo, a special issue of Ácoma on the graphic 
novel in the United States (2009). He is the author of “Una storia etnica”? 
Capitale culturale e performance etnica nella letteratura degli Stati Uniti (La scuola 
di Pitagora editrice, 2013). He lived and worked extensively in New York and 
Hong Kong, where he taught literature and cultural studies before moving 
back to Naples, Italy. His major research interests include comparative ethnic 
U.S. literature, American Studies, and performance theory.

volKer r. BerGhahn, Seth Low Emeritus Professor of History at Columbia 
University, is a leading scholar of Euro-American business and cultural 
relations. He received his M.A. from the University of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill (1961) and his Ph.D. from the University of London (1964). He taught 
in England and Germany before coming to Brown University in 1988 and to 
Columbia ten years later. His publications include: America and the Intellectual 
Cold Wars in Europe (2001) and, most recently, American Big Business in Britain 
and Germany: A Comparative History of Two “Special Relationships” in the 20th 
Century (2014)

andrea Carosso teaches American Language, Literature and Culture at the 
University of Torino. His early research has focused on British and American 
modernism (T.S. Eliot e i miti del moderno. Prassi, teoria e ideologia negli scritti 
critici e filosofici, Alessandria: Orso, 1995), critical theory (Decostruzione e/è 
America. Un reader critico, ed., Torino: Tirrenia, 1994) and American post-
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modernism (Invito alla lettura di Vladimir Nabokov, Milano: Mursia, 1999). 
Over the last fifteen years, he has published mostly on U.S. urban cultures 
and themed environments (Urban Cultures of/in the United States, ed., Bern: 
Peter Lang, 2010; Real Cities: Urban Spaces and Representations of Canada and 
The United States, ed. with C. Concilio, Torino: Otto, 2006), Cold War culture 
(Cold War Narratives: American Culture in the 1950s, Bern: Peter Lang, 2012), 
crime and spy literature, and American popular music.

alessandro CleriCuzio teaches English and American Literature at the 
University of Perugia, where he also sits on the Board of Directors of the 
Centro Linguistico (CLA). He has published essays in the fields of Queer 
Studies, American Drama, Asian American Literature and Southern Studies. 
His most recent publications include the editing of One Hundred Years of 
Desire: Tennessee Williams 1911-2011 (Perugia 2012), “Tennessee Williams’ 
Ladies Speak Italian. Voice Transculturaion on Stage and in Dubbing,” in 
Tennessee Williams and Europe, ed. John S. Bak (Amsterdam/New York 2014), 
an essay on Death in Venice in English and American culture, in Morte a Venezia. 
Thomas Mann/Luchino Visconti: un confronto, ed. Francesco Bono et al. (2014), 
and a forthcoming book, Tennessee Williams and Italian Culture: A Transnational 
Perspective.

ChristoPhe Collard lectures in European literature, critical theory, and 
contemporary performing arts at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Free University 
of Brussels), where he equally serves as secretary of the Centre for Literary and 
Intermedial Crossings (CLIC). He holds a BA and MA in English and German 
Literature, and a PhD in American Drama for which he studied the media 
and genre crossings in the work of David Mamet. His essays have appeared, 
among others, in Adaptation, New Theatre Quarterly, Performance Research, 
Literature/Film Quarterly, and Re-Thinking History. He is also the author of the 
monograph Artist on the Make: David Mamet’s Work Across Media and Genres 
(2012), which was shortlisted for the 2014 Young Scholar Book Award of the 
European Society for the Study of English (ESSE).

M. Giulia faBi is Associate Professor of American literature at the University 
of Ferrara. She is the author of Passing and the Rise of the African American 
Novel and America nera, and co-editor of Barbara Christian’s New Black Feminist 
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Criticism. She has published essays in numerous journals and volumes, including 
The Henry James Review, Letterature d’America, American Literary Realism, the 
Cambridge Companion to the African American Novel, Recovering Five Generations 
Hence, and Jim Crow, Literature, and the Legacy of Sutton E. Griggs. She is the 
editor of the Penguin Classics edition of William Wells Brown’s Clotel and of a 
series of Italian translations of African American novels. Her work-in-progress 
is a book on early African American speculative fiction. She is also co-editing a 
collection of Nella Larsen’s letters and other non-fiction materials.

ferdinando fasCe teaches Modern and Contemporary History at the 
University of Genoa. His recent publications include (with M. Vaudagna, and 
R. Baritono, eds.), Beyond the Nation: Pushing the Boundaries of U.S. History from 
a Transatlantic Perspective (Otto, 2013); “Between International and Domestic 
Public Relations: Cultural Diplomacy and Race in the 1949 ATMA ‘Round-
the-World Tour,’” in Pathways to Public Relations: Histories of Practice and 
Profession, ed. B. St.John III, M. Opdycke Lamme and J. L’Etang, (Routledge, 
2014); and (with E. Bini), “Irresistible Empire or Innocents abroad? American 
Advertising Agencies in Post-War Italy, 1950s-1970s,” Journal of Historical 
Research in Marketing, 2015/1.

donna r. GaBaCCia has published several path-breaking books and essays on 
international migration, gender and food studies, and the worldwide Italian 
diaspora. Before joining the University of Toronto Scarborough she has taught 
at the Freie Universität Berlin, the University of Pittsburg and the University 
of Minnesota. At UTSC she teaches courses on women and gender in world 
history, diaspora life and food production. She is the author of Foreign Relations: 
American Immigration in Global Perspective (2012) and Gender and International 
Migration: From the Slavery Era to the Global Age (with Katharine Donato, 
2015). 

MiChel huysseune, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Political Science at Vesalius 
College (Brussels) and senior researcher at the Centre for Political Science at 
the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Belgium). His fields of interest include the 
history of political thought, the construction of political ideologies and of 
nationalism in particular, and the interrelation between the social sciences 
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and the articulation of regional and national identities. He is the author of 
Modernity and Secession: The Social Sciences and the Political Discourse of the Lega 
Nord in Italy (Oxford: Berghahn, 2006) and the editor of Secession, History and 
the Social Sciences (Brussels: VUB Brussels UP, 2002), together with Bruno 
Coppieters; and of Contemporary Centrifugal Regionalism: Comparing Flanders and 
Northern Italy (Brussels: The Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium for Science 
and the Arts, 2011).

djelal Kadir is the Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of Comparative Literature at 
Pennsylvania State University. He is the Founding President of the International 
American Studies Association and former Editor of the international quarterly 
World Literature Today. His authored books include: Juan Carlos Onetti (Twayne, 
1977), Columbus and the Ends of the Earth: Europe’s Prophetic Rhetoric As Conquering 
Ideology (U of California P, 1992); The Other Writing: Postcolonial Essays in Latin 
America’s Writing Culture (Purdue UP, 1993); Questing Fictions: Latin America’s 
Family Romance (U of Minnesota P, 1987) and Memos from the Besieged City: 
Lifelines for Cultural Sustainability (Stanford UP, 2011). He is the Co-editor of 
the Routledge Companion to World Literature (2012), of Literary Cultures of Latin 
America: A Comparative History, 3 vols. (Oxford UP, 2004), of the Longman 
Anthology of World Literature, 6 vols. (2004). He is a Board member and teaching 
faculty member of the Institute for World Literature (Harvard).

MarCo Mariano teaches Contemporary History at the University of Eastern 
Piedmont (Vercelli). His research interests include transatlantic relations in 
the 19th and 20th century and the history of historiography. He is the author 
of L’America nell’“Occidente.” Storia della dottrina Monroe (Carocci, 2013). His 
latest publications are “‘The West’, the ‘Atlantic Community’, and the Place 
of Europe in American History. Conceptualizations and Historiography,” in 
Modern European-American Relations in the Transatlantic Space, ed. M. Vaudagna 
(Otto, 2015) and “Identity, Alterity, and the ‘Growing Plant’ of Monroeism 
in US Foreign Policy Ideology,” in US Foreign Policy and the Other, ed. David 
Ryan, Michael Cullinane (Berghahn Books, 2015).

jaCQuelyn y. MClendon is Professor Emerita of English at the College 
of William and Mary. Her publications include The Politics of Color in the 
Fiction of Jessie Fauset and Nella Larsen; Phillis Wheatley: Revolutionary Poet; 



229notes on ContriButors

as well as scholarly essays, reviews, and entries in numerous volumes and 
journals. She is also co-series editor of the Pearson Library of American 
Literature database, including several edited anchor volumes: American 
Literature, 1945-Present; and African American Literature, (volumes 1 and 2). 
She has edited the forthcoming MLA Approaches to Teaching Nella Larsen and 
is currently co-editing a collection of Nella Larsen’s letters and other non-
fiction materials.

laura MiChiels has recently obtained a doctorate in American Drama at the 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel as a PhD fellow of the Flemish Research Foundation 
(FWO Vlaanderen) with a dissertation on metatheatrical aspects in the plays of 
Tennessee Williams. She holds MA degrees in English and German literature 
as well as American Studies from the Vrije Universiteit Brussel and the 
University of Antwerp respectively. Her publications include “The Presence of 
Hart Crane in Samuel R. Delany’s Atlantis: Model 1924” (Amerikastudien 59.1) 
and “Transmuting Performance: Esotericism and Metatheatre in Tennessee 
Williams’s The Two-Character Play” (arcadia 49.2).

Giuliana MusCio is full Professor of Cinema, University of Padua, Italy; 
Visiting Professor at UCLA, and University of Minnesota. PhD in film at 
UCLA. Author of Hollywood’s New Deal and of the forthcoming Naples/New 
York/Hollywood, and of works both in Italian and English on film historiography, 
American film, screenwriting, film relations between USA and Italy, and 
women screenwriters in American silent cinema. She is a member of the 
European program Changing Media, Changing Europe, and of the Steering 
Committee of the Women Film History program.

lorenzo PiCiarelli is a literary and medical translator. In 2012 he achieved 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Foreign Languages and Literatures at Università degli 
Studi di Roma Tre with a dissertation titled “Nausea e Nebbia: gli anti-romanzi 
di Miguel De Unamuno e Jean-Paul Sartre a confronto.” In 2014 he earned 
a Master’s Degree with honors in Translation and Interpreting, presenting a 
work focused on the Italian translation and the literary analysis of Tennessee 
Williams’ Memoirs, titled “Survived with Grace – Traduzione, commento e 
analisi del memoriale di Tennessee Williams.”
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GreG roBinson is Professor of History at l’Université du Québec À Montréal, 
a French-language institution in Montreal. A specialist in North American 
Ethnic Studies and U.S. Political History, he is the author of several notable 
books and essays adopting a transnational perspective. His first book, By Order 
of the President: FDR and the Internment of Japanese Americans (2001) uncovers 
President Franklin Roosevelt’s troubling racial views, and explored his central 
involvement in the wartime confinement of 120,000 Japanese Americans. 
His second book, A Tragedy of Democracy: Japanese Confinement in North America 
(2009), studies Japanese American and Japanese Canadian confinement 
together in a transnational context.

axel r. sChäfer is Professor of American Studies at Johannes Gutenberg 
University, Mainz. He was director of the David Bruce Centre for American 
Studies at Keele University. Before joining Keele he taught at Universität 
Halle-Wittenberg and at the Freie Universität Berlin. His research focuses on 
nineteenth and twentieth-century US intellectual and cultural history, with 
a particular emphasis on religion and politics, transatlantic social thought, 
and the link between ideas and institutions in public policy. Recently he has 
published two monographs on church-state relations in the United States: 
Countercultural Conservatives: From Postwar Neo-Evangelicalism to the New 
Christian Right (2011) and Piety and Public Funding: Evangelicals and the State in 
Modern America (2012).

ian tyrrell retired as Scientia Professor of History at the University of New 
South Wales, Sydney, Australia in 2012 and is now an Emeritus Professor 
of History. He was a Fulbright Scholar and James B. Duke Fellow at Duke 
University. His teaching and research interests include American history, 
environmental history, and historiography and he was a pioneer in the approach 
to transnational history as a research program for reconceptualizing United 
States history. He is the author of Transnational Nation: United States History 
in Global Perspective since 1789 (2007), now appearing in a second edition, 
and Crisis of the Wasteful Nation: Empire and Conservation in Theodore Roosevelt’s 
America (2015).


