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Notes on Contributors

Gianfranca Balestra was Professor of American Literature at the University 
of Siena and is now the Editor of RSA Journal. She has published extensively 
on nineteenth and twentieth century literature of the United States, with 
books and essays on Edgar Allan Poe, Edith Wharton, Henry James, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Susan Glaspell, Claude McKay, Paule Marshall. She has also written 
on Alice Munro and other Canadian writers. Her fields of research include the 
literature of the fantastic, the short story, literary and intersemiotic translation, 
law and literature, and women writers. She edited a new Italian version, with 
Introduction and Notes, of The Great Gatsby (Marsilio 2011), a collection of 
essays titled Women in Love. Ritratti di donne in letteratura (Artemide 2014), 
co-edited Ripensare il canone. La letteratura inglese e angloamericana (Artemide 
2007), and Reading Alice Munro in Italy (Frank Iacobucci 2008). She is presently 
working on the critical edition of Edith Wharton’s The Valley of Decision for 
Oxford University Press.

raffaella Baritono is Associate Professor of U.S. History and Politics at the 
School of Political Science of the University of Bologna. She is Vice-President 
of the Italian Association of North American Studies and co-editor of the 
Italian journal Ricerche di Storia Politica. Among her recent publications on 
women and gender issues: “‘We must have eagle eyes’: Eleanor Roosevelt, the 
United Nations and the World Trips of the 1950s,” in F. Fasce, M. Vaudagna, 
and R. Baritono, eds., Beyond the Nation: Pushing the Boundaries of U.S. History 
from a Transatlantic Perspective, Turin: Otto, 2013; Introduction to the Italian 
translation of Chandra Mohanty’s Feminism without Borders: Chandra T. 
Mohanty, Femminismo senza frontiere. Teoria, differenze, conflitti, ed. R. Baritono, 
Verona: ombre corte, 2012.

thomas Bender is University Professor of the Humanities and Professor 
of History at New York University. His scholarship and teaching has been 
grounded in American intellectual/cultural history, the history of cities, 
especially of New York City, as well as of universities and academic disciplines. 
His major books are Toward an Urban Vision: Ideas and Institutions in Nineteenth 
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Century America (1975); Community and Social Change in America (1978); New 
York Intellect: Intellectual Life in New York City, from 1750 to the Beginning of Our 
Own Time (1987); The Unfinished City: New York and the Metropolitan Idea (2007); 
ed. The University and the City: from Medieval Origins to the Present (1988); ed. 
Rethinking American History in a Global Age (2002); A Nation Among Nations: 
America’s Place in World History (2006); The Education of Historians for the Twentieth 
Century (2004); co-editor, American Higher Education Transformed (2005). He 
has held numerous fellowships, including a Guggenheim, residences at the 
Getty Center, Center in Advanced Studies (Stanford), and the Davis Center for 
Historical Studies at Princeton University. He is also a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, founded by John Adams in 1780.

colleen Glenney BoGGs is a scholar of nineteenth-century American literature. 
She has particular expertise in the literatures of the American Civil War, animal 
studies, transatlantic studies, literary theory, and gender studies.  The recipient 
of fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the American 
Philosophical Society, and the Mellon Foundation, she has published two books: 
Animalia Americana: Animal Representations and Biopolitical Subjectivity (Columbia 
University Press, 2013) and Transnationalism and American Literature: Literary 
Translation 1773-1892 (Routledge, 2007; paperback 2009). Her articles have 
appeared in American Literature, PMLA, Cultural Critique, and J19, among 
others. Together with Andrew Taylor (University of Edinburgh) and Laura 
Doyle (University of Massachusetts, Amherst), she co-edits the book series 
Edinburgh Studies in Transatlantic Literatures and Cultures. She is currently serving 
on the PMLA Editorial Board. Her monograph-in-progress is entitled “Civil 
War Substitutes: How the Military Draft Changed American Literature,” and 
she has edited the volume Options for Teaching the Literatures of the American Civil 
War (Modern Language Association, 2016). From 2011-2015, she served as 
the Director of the Leslie Center for the Humanities, where she launched an 
initiative in “medical humanities” that was the recipient of a CHCI/ Mellon 
Foundation research grant. 

Giovanna covi is tenured researcher in Anglo-American Language and 
Literatures at the University of Trento. Her research concentrates on Literatures 
of the USA and the Anglophone Caribbean, with a special focus on women’s 
writings and racial themes. Among her recent publications are “Intercultural 
Conversational Methodology: Teaching Gendered Racisms from Colonialism 
to Globalization” in Joan Anim-Addo, Giovanna Covi, Mina Karavanta, eds., 
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Interculturality and Gender (2009: 23-65); “La Dividua – A Gendered Figuration 
for a Planetary Humanism,” in Mina Karavanta and Nina Morgan, eds, Edward 
Said and Jacques Derrida: Reconstellating Humanism and the Global Hybrid (2008: 
274-303); “Haunted by History: Afro-Caribbean Women Theorize Memory,” 
in Wolfgang Zach and Michael Kinnelly, eds., Literatures in English: Priorities 
of Research (2008: 261-74).

ferdinando fasce has recently retired from the University of Genoa, after 
teaching History of the U.S. and Modern History for over thirty years. He was 
awarded the Organization of American Historians Foreign-Language Book 
Prize and the CLR James Prize of the Working-Class Studies Association. His 
publications include An American Family: The Great War and Corporate Culture 
in America (Ohio State UP, 2002); Le anime del commercio. Pubblicità e consumi 
nel secolo americano (The Hearts  and Souls  of Business: Admen and Consumption  in 
the American Century (Carocci, 2012, in Italian); (with Maurizio Vaudagna and 
Raffaella Baritono), Beyond the Nation: Pushing the Boundaries of U.S. History 
from a Transatlantic Perspective (Otto, 2013); and (with Elisabetta Bini and 
Bianca Gaudenzi), Comprare per credere. La pubblicità in Italia dalla Belle Epoque 
a oggi (Buying is Believing: Advertising in Italy from the Belle Epoque until Today, 
Carocci, 2016, in Italian).

daniele fiorentino teaches U.S. History at the Università Roma Tre, having 
taught formerly also at the University of Macerata. Twice he was the recipient 
of a Fulbright Scholarship. He sits on the editorial board of RSA Journal and on 
the board of the journal American Studies Mid-America. He is also a member of 
the Steering Committee of CISPEA (Interuniversity Center of Euro-American 
Politics and History). He edits a series on the United States and the process of 
Italian unification published by the Center for American Studies in Rome, of 
which he was the director between 1995 and 2002 and is now a board member. 
The latest volume of the series, which he coedited with M. Sanfilippo, is: 
Stati Uniti e Italia nel nuovo scenario internazionale, 1898-1918 (Roma, 2012). 
In 2013, he published Gli Stati Uniti e il Risorgimento d’Italia, 1848-1901 (The 
United States and the Italian Risorgimento, 1848-1901), the first of two books on 
transnational relations between the U.S. and Italy in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. He has also written about American Indian history and 
culture. 
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fred Gardaphé is Distinguished Professor of English and Italian American 
Studies at Queens College/CUNY and the John D. Calandra Italian American 
Institute. His books include Italian Signs, American Streets: The Evolution of 
Italian American Narrative, Dagoes Read: Tradition and the Italian/American 
Writer, Moustache Pete is Dead, Leaving Little Italy, From Wiseguys to Wise Men, 
and The Art of Reading Italian Americana. He is Associate Editor of Fra Noi, an 
Italian American monthly newspaper, editor of the Series in Italian American 
Studies at State University of New York Press, and co-founding-co-editor of 
Voices in Italian Americana, a literary journal and cultural review. 

valeria Gennero is Associate Professor of Anglo-American Literature at the 
University of Bergamo. She has authored four books, the most recent being La 
manomissione del genere (2015), and has published numerous journal articles and 
book chapters on modernism, feminist literary theory and contemporary U.S 
culture. In 2013 she edited a volume on the relationship between neuroscience 
and the humanities: Soggetti cerebrali. Le scienze umane nell’età neurocentrica. 

alice Kessler-harris is R. Gordon Hoxie Professor of American History 
at Columbia University, New York. She is also Professor in the Institute for 
Research on Women and Gender. She specializes in the history of American labor 
and the comparative and interdisciplinary exploration of women and gender. 
She has published, among other works: A Difficult Woman: The Challenging 
Life and Times of Lillian Hellman (2012); In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men and 
the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth Century America (2001); co-editor 
of Protecting Women: Labor Legislation in Europe, Australia, and the United States, 
1880-1920 (1995) and U.S. History as Women’s History (1995). 

aGnese marino is a PhD student at the Heidelberg Center for American 
Studies. Her research project focuses on mixed-race autobiographies and the way 
they can contribute to shaping a new cosmopolitan identity in contemporary 
U.S. In 2011 she received her M.A. degree in Comparative Literature from 
the University of Naples “L’Orientale,” with a thesis entitled Performative 
Identities and Premises of Post-Ethnicism in Contemporary USA: An Analysis of Two 
Novels by Gish Jen and Rebecca Walker. This work offered a critical analysis of 
multicultural ethno-racial identities from a post-ethnic point of view and was 
awarded the “Premio Lombardo” for best Master’s thesis in 2012 by the Italian 
Association for North American Studies (AISNA).
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melani mcalister is Associate Professor of American Studies and International 
Affairs at George Washington University. She is the author of Epic Encounters: 
Culture, Media, and US Interests in the Middle East (U of California P, 2005, 
1st ed. 2001). She is co-editor, with R. Marie Griffith, of Religion and Politics 
in the Contemporary United States (2008). Recently, she has completed Our 
God in the World: The Global Visions of American Evangelicals, an expansive 
study of evangelical internationalism since 1960. She is beginning work on 
a study tentatively titled: “’Let Biafra Live!’: Religion, Global Media, and 
Transnational Humanitarianism during Nigeria’s Civil War, 1967-1970.”

roByn muncy is Professor of American History at the University of Maryland. 
Her scholarship has focused especially on social policy and progressive reform 
movements in twentieth-century America. She has published, among others, 
Relentless Reformer: Josephine Roche and Progressivism in Twentieth-Century America 
(2015), with Sonya Michels, Engendering America: A Documentary History of 
Gender in the U.S. since 1865 (1998), Creating a Female Dominion in American 
Reform, 1890-1935 (1994). Her next book project studies the role of women 
in the Great Society government.

ellen roney is Professor of Modern Culture and Media and English at 
Brown University. She is the author of Seductive Reasoning: Pluralism as the 
Problematic of Contemporary Literary Theory and the editor of The Cambridge 
Companion to Feminist Literary Theory.   She is Co-editor of differences: a journal 
of feminist cultural studies and Associate Editor of Novel: A Forum on Fiction, 
and she serves on the Editorial Board of Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational 
Studies.

elisaBetta vezzosi is Professor of American History at the University 
of Trieste. Her research interests focus on women and gender history, 
welfare policies in a comparative perspective, African-American women, 
American scientists and détente, antinuclear movements. Among her recent 
publications are: “The International Strategy of African American Women at 
the Columbian Exposition and Its Legacy: Pan-Africanism, Decolonization 
and Human Rights,” in: Guido Abbattista, ed., Moving Bodies, Displaying 
Nations: National Cultures, Race and Gender in World Expositions Nineteenth 
to Twenty-first Century. Trieste: EUT Edizioni Università di Trieste, 2014, 
67-88;“Mary McLeod Bethune at the United Nations Founding Conference: 
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Women’s Leadership and the Building of Black Global Community,” in 
Beyond the Nation: Pushing the Boundaries of U.S. History from a Transatlantic 
Perspective. Torino: Otto, 2013, 117-40; “Gender, Generations, Leadership,” 
in Journal of American History 99 (2012): 835-38.


